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CHAPTER 5 – FURTHER DEVELOPMENT 

 

Victorian Pastorates 

 

25. Lincon Baptist Church’s Second Pastor Rev W. C. Spencer 

William C. Spencer was Lincoln’s second Pastor.  He had trained at East London Missionary College, 

founded by Irish evangelist and preacher, Henry Grattan Guinness D.D., who was responsible for sending 

out hundreds of ‘faith missionaries’ all over the world1. He was Pastor of Lincoln from 1880-1883 and 

seems to have had a close affinity with both the Pannett family and Adams family.  During his pastorate 

the church built a new manse for its pastor in 1882.  At that time very few Baptist churches provided 

manses and it was one of the first after an 1881 letter to the New Zealand Baptist.  A 1883 report speaks 

highly of Mr Spencer and comments that his church had “…endeavoured to add to his comfort by 

erecting a comfortable manse just near the church”2   He conducted the first two weddings to take place in 

the Lincoln Church.  In 1882 he also pastored Lincoln Road Baptist Church, Christchurch.  In Spencer’s 

time at Lincoln baptisms either had to be conducted at a Christchurch Baptist church, such as Lincoln 

Road, or in the more bracing conditions of the L 2 River in Lincoln domain: 

ñLINCOLN 

ON Sunday morning, Jan. 20, a baptismal service was conducted 

here by the pastor, Rev William C. Spencer. The service was 

held in the Township Reserve, through which runs a small river. 

A tent was pitched for the use of the candidates and the pastor. 

At 11 o'clock a large number of persons of different creeds, 

including Roman Catholics, Wesleyans, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, 

etc.. had assembled. The worshippers, who were most 

attentive, either sat or stood during the reading of the lesson 

and the delivery of the address. Mr Spencer, before commencing 

his remarks, publicly thanked the trustees of the 
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Reserve for their kindness in permitting them to assemble there. 

He then spoke on "The Household Baptisms of Scripture." 

At the close of the address a hymn was sung, and then the 

congregation moved towards the river, At the request of the 

pastor, the friends stood at a distance of a yard or two from the 

water, and, as the ground slopes, each person could see the 

ordinance administered. Two young men, each the son of a 

deacon of the church, were then immersed on a profession of 

their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Formerly we took our 

candidates to the Christchurch or Lincoln-road church. This 

is the second time we have baptised in the river, and on each 

occasion the congregation was most orderly.ò (New Zealand Baptist, March, 1882, p.43) 

Besides his work at Lincoln he was an enthusiast for the nascent New Zealand Baptist Union and was its 

Secretary 1882-3, and Editor of the New Zealand Baptist, 1881-2.  Health problems of the throat were to 

prove his undoing and he could not preach, so he left New Zealand for the U.S.A. in 18843.  His 

resignation was accepted ‘with regret’ and his departure from Lincoln was marked by subscriptions 

collected on his behalf.   

Lincoln is described at this time by visitors from Oxford Terrace Church as: 

ñThe township is not large. It is, however, the most like an English village of any New 

Zealand township we have seen. There is the ale-house, near the bridge which spans the 

rippling stream; across the way stands the village store, in the window of which are many 

and strangely worded announcements, concerning the conglomerate mass of goods 

patiently waiting for customers. Along the street the name and sign of the harness-maker 

and mender meets the eye, and hard by is the room where sits the man who regulates the 

village time. The description, however, would be incomplete were we to fail to mention 

the churches where the worshipers, of different creeds, meet on the Sabbath to hear the 

Gospel of peace.  There are threeðBaptist, Presbyterian, and Anglican. The Baptist 

church is a neat and comfortable buildingðneat, as far as the outside is concerned; 

comfortable inside.ò  (New Zealand Baptist, May, 1883, pp.267-8) 

 

During Spencerôs pastorate the church grew.  During his tenure the membership was said to have doubled 

and the congregations trebled.  At this time a tradition of hospitality at Lincoln has begun: 

 
ñAt 5.30 p.m. tea was spread in the district school. It is needless to say that all the tables 

rejoiced in plenty, the ladies evidently believing in having enough and to spare. A goodly 

company surrounded the tables, with the laudable intention of relieving them of their 

burdens. I have heard since that for this privilege they handed to the treasurer the sum of 

£19é.ò4  
 

At the end of 1883 W. Carey of Dunedin was invited to give four sermons, which resulted in a call at the 

end of December 1883.  However, that pastorate was very short and Carey resigned effective from 31 

March 18845, when the Deacons were further entreated to ensure the supply of preachers for the pulpit.  

Subsequently a letter of recommendation for Mr Carey for his 3 months pastoring of the church was 

approved6 

 

 

 

 

 



41 
 

Table 1: Pastors of Lincoln Baptist Church 1876-1901. 

Pastor Started  Left Destination Reason 

J.S. Clarke 1876 1879 Unknown Deficiency in stipend (?) 

W.C. Spencer 1880 1883 USA in 1884 Ill health, voice problems, 

preaching difficult 

W. Carey 1883 

(Dec) 

1884 

(Mar) 

? ? 

C.C. Brown 1884 1885 Timaru Dispute re óconditional 

immortalityô; fell out with 

Deacon and Church Secretary J. 

Wolfe.  National issue. 

J. Wagstaff 1885 1888 East Oxford Unsatisfactory state of the church. 

Vote 10:3 that the minister resign.  

He was then called by East 

Oxford Baptist Church, where he 

served for 22 years until aged 85. 

E. Richards 1890 1893 Dunedin Lincolnôs inability to fund the 

stipend. Called to NE Valley 

Baptist Church, Dunedin. 

S.A. Harris 1898 1901 Balmain, NSW. Going back to Australia 

F. Hales 1902 1903 Sydenham Called by Sydenham Baptist 

Church 

W. Barry 1903 1903 India Returning to mission field.  This 

was after the 1899 mission 

ócrisisô7 

G.D. Cox 1903 1909 Carries on a 

business in artificial 

limbs 

Retires from fulltime ministry 

 

Carey was succeeded by Charles Crisp Brown, who had trained at the Pastorôs College, London, and had 

been a missionary in Bengal, prior to coming to Lincoln in 1884.  He came with a letter of 

recommendation from C.H. Spurgeon.  He was offered the Pastorate before W. Carey had completed his, 

which suggests haste and lack of care in the new call, which Lincoln was to regret quite quickly.  The 

letter from Spurgeon in the old country may have been decisive.  We have already noted the interest in 

Spurgeonôs preaching when Thomas Adams first met Thomas A. Pannett back about 1860.  Dependence 

for guidance on a letter of some yearôs standing did not account for intervening changes.  Brown was also 

controversial and strongly polemical, with a belief in óconditional immortalityô.  While at Lincoln this 

resulted not only in a doctrinal dispute within the church, but also in a severe conflict with one of the 

founding deacons, John Wolfe.  The significance of the debate about Conditional Immortality has already 

been considered by Sutherland and is not dealt with here.  The following paragraphs discuss what 

happened at Lincoln, which forms no part of Sutherlandôs account8. 

The Reverend Brown chaired his first deaconsô meeting on 12 June 1884, when he signed off all Church 

Minutes back to August 1883.  At that meeting a proposal was initiated by deacons Osborne and John 

Pannett that the Church should be enlarged and a Baptistery installed.  That reappeared at the next 

congregational meeting a week later from deacons Wolfe and John Pannett that the Church should be 

enlarged on the same building lines, adding another two windows and a baptistery at the front of the 

building, which was approved. Over the next couple of months nine people applied to become members.  
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Then on 27 August a letter was received from Reverend Penrose, the pastor at Timaru.  He asked for 

Lincolnôs sympathy and prayer outlining the depressed condition of the Timaru church both financially 

and otherwise.  A long discussion followed and it was decided that the Pastor should reply.  In the 

following October various membership applications were accepted.  Mr Wolfe read a financial report and 

the state of the churchôs finances were considered to be very satisfactory.  However, at the end of the 

month serious doctrinal questions were discussed at a full church meeting on 27 October.9 

The dispute concerned the Pastorôs views on óconditional immortalityô10, which he claimed the right to 

proclaim from the pulpit without restriction.  He also claimed a letter from the Reverend C.H. Spurgeon 

endorsed his position. At Lincoln the debate focused on a split in the diaconate.  Deacons Osborne and 

Baker moved their continued confidence in Pastor Brown with these views.  John and William Pannett 

moved an amendment that he should remain Pastor if he agreed not to teach óConditional Immortalityô in 

church or bible class.  The Pastor responded that he could not be bound by this amendment and he 

claimed full liberty to teach as he pleased.  Of the 42 full members of the church at the time, 30 were at 

the meeting.  The amendment was lost, 8 votes for and 13 against.  The Pastor thanked the church for its 

continued vote of confidence.  At the same meeting on matters financial, it was proposed that for small 

financial matters (<£3) should be left to the Pastor and Deacon Osborne.  A previous six person Finance 

Committee ceased to function.  The Pastor intimated that he found it ñéimpossible to work harmoniously 

with Mr Wolfe as Deacon, as he continuously and on every occasion he throws obstacles in the way of 

progress or improvements.ò11  Consequently Mr Wolfe resigned his positions as Deacon, Secretary and 

Member of the Church.  At the subsequent meeting attended by 25 members, W.F. Pannett was appointed 

Secretary pro tem.  It was further proposed by Deacons Osborne and Baker that Mr Wolfeôs name should 

be retained on the Churchôs books as a member, but that his resignation as a Deacon be accepted.  

Whether former Deacon Wolfe had a contrary view of Conditional Immortality or there was a personality 

clash with the Pastor is not clear from the Minutes. 

Over the summer 1884-5 Pastor Brown rewrote the Churchôs rules, expanding the original set of four to 

16.  Several of those were largely procedural but new rules dealt with how a vacancy in the pastorate was 

to be filled, how disputes between members should be handled, issues of dismissals and transfers, and 

charges of misconduct12.  John Pannett proposed that the rules not be altered at present but this was 

rejected and they were passed with slight member amendments.  The Minister proposed Messrs Smith 

and Finch as Deacons and Finch as Secretary.  Then the Minister proposed that the Church withdraw from 

Mr Wolfe (senior) and Mr Charles Wolfe (junior).  That motion was lost.   

A month later Pastor Brown resigned, as from 14 June 1885, so he could preach at Timaru on 21 June.  At 

the same meeting one new member was accepted and three resigned and asked for their names to be taken 

off the Churchôs books.  It was also proposed again that the Wolfes no longer be members of the Church.  

However, a Pannett amendment (John and William) proposed an investigation of the charges against Mr 

Wolfe be made, which was passed 9 votes to 8.  Then Messrs Osborne, Smith and Finch said they would 

cease to take any active part in the church for the future.  

By the next meeting (11 June) Deacon Osborne was in the chair, but the number of members attending 

had fallen to 16.  It was decided to apply to the Baptist Union for a new Pastor.  Mr Wolfeôs resignation 

was accepted again (Smith/Baker), and Charles Wolfe apologized for his past conduct to the Pastor, 

Officers and Members of the church.  That was formerly accepted (Smith/Cheeseman). 

The Baptist Union was prompt in supplying the name of a potential new pastor. By 12 July arrangements 

were being made for the arrival of that new pastor, Thomas Wagstaff.  In the New Zealand Baptist he is 

described as recently arrived.  He had rendered óéefficient service as Missionary in connection with 
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some of our churches in the Old Countryô13, and as having worked in the North of England at 

Sunderland14.  Over sixty when he arrived, Wagstaffôs ministry has been described as having a quiet 

heroism15.  His pastorate was overshadowed by his daughterôs deterioration with tuberculosis16.   On the 

31 August he was invited to become Pastor of the church at Lincoln, but the church had to raise £120 per 

annum for his stipend.  He first took the chair at a church meeting on 19 November 188517.  The Minutes 

of the period do not fully describe the difficulties the church was undergoing at that time.  They describe 

usual business of paying accounts, issues over a new church organ, and the mortgage on the manse.  The 

financial status cannot have been easy for óéMr Pannett is thanked for paying church accounts when they 

became due out of his own pocket and no funds to do soô (10 March 1887). Then in mid-1887 the 

Deacons are requested by a church meeting to óéinvent some sceam (sic) to defray incidental expensesô.  

Further, the church was concerned about its electoral processes and the identification of who was voting 

for who.  So from 21 April 1887 it required all its elections of officers to be by secret ballot.  However, 

the need for the Minister to have a holiday was also recognised and he was given a weekôs holiday on 8 

December 1887.  That was not enough to resolve the issues and on 5 March 1888 there was a discussion 

of the unsatisfactory state of the church.  Officers were coming to meetings to ask what should be done.  

There was considerable discussion and then a motion was put that the Minister be asked to resign 

(Smith/Baker).  Ten voted for the motion and three against, so Mr Osborne had the duty of advising Mr 

Wagstaff of the outcome.  A cryptic comment which appears in the New Zealand Baptist later hints at 

some of the underlying issues at Lincoln at that time: 

ñHis has been a very laborious task, one which very few would have felt inclined to face. God has 

enabled him, however, to combat the difficulties resolutely, and the success that has attended his 

efforts, in spite of the blackness and density of the clouds of error and discontent, is really 

surprising.ò18 

 
The Baptist also records him as a regular participant and speaker at other Baptist churches (e.g. 

Greendale, Sydenham) and Association meetings during his Lincoln pastorate.  Then after he leaves 

Lincoln he is called by East Oxford Baptist church.  So perhaps the problems were more with Lincoln 

than Thomas Wagstaff.  He served East Oxford as Pastor for another twenty two years, until he was 8519! 

At this juncture Lincoln decides to do without a Minister for a period, which wassuggested by deacon 

Smith, one of the Reverend Charles Crisp Brown’s nominees for deacon (Minutes of 6 April 1885 and 5 

May 1888).  Such a strategy was addressed in the Baptist in 1881 where the advantages of the settled 

minister over the occasional preacher were discussed.  Essentially the latter as a shepherd would not know 

his flock very well, if at all, while the former should know his sheep, their weaknesses and wants.  The 

lack of pastors was also condemned because it reduced Baptist representation in a whole range of secular 

and religious fora, where the denomination needed to be seen and heard.  Further, it would help to counter 

misrepresentation by other religious groups in those fora.  Then it was a problem where the church lost 

the focus of its calling and the ‘Great Commission’ in its immediate neighbourhood and further afield.  

Such churches which lost their focus were likely to cease to exist.  Finally, the article drew attention to 

the energy that these churches had often put into the purchase of land and erection of buildings, but failed 

to match such expenditure with that on their minister’s stipends.  The author concluded that “… while the 

income offered is so meagre, there are those of us who have not the conscience to urge good and able men 

to ‘Come over and help us’”20.   

Lincoln depended upon supply preaching, which other churches help to facilitate, between May 1888 and 

August 1889.  Later in 1888 delegates to conference were instructed “…the church is not in a position to 

support a minister at present.”21  During this period the church makes a serious attempt to reduce its debts.  

There is a concerted campaign to pay off the remaining mortgage on the manse, with a bazaar especially 



44 
 

for that purpose.  Not having to fund a stipend at this time must have been helpful.  By 18 July 1889 the 

Debt Extinction Committee reported that there was a balance of 12/6d. in its account and invited all who 

had participated in debt reduction to a ‘tea social’.  At the same meeting the desire to have a pastor again 

was the topic of considerable discussion.  There was also one piece of sadder news during this period too.  

On 14 March 1889 William Pannett had advised the church that his father, Thomas Avis Pannett, had 

resigned the Church Treasurer’s position due to failing health.  This news was received “…with regret, 

and that the Church accords its warmest thanks to Mr Pannett for the faithful manner in which he has 

discharged the duties of treasurer since the formation of the Church.’  That is noted to be 23 years22.   He 

was to die later that year. 

Deacons Osborne and John Pannett were asked to visit the Reverend Charles Dallaston to arrange to send 

a request the Reverend Charles Spurgeon for a pastor23.  By January 1890 there was no news of a new 

pastor, but February’s mail proved more interesting in the form of a letter from Mr Dallaston which 

included a reply from Mr Spurgeon, not from London but from Menton in the south of France, where he 

had been for his health.  That letter is still preserved in Baptist Archives and is reproduced in full below. 

 

 

26. Letter from the Reverend Charles Haddon Spurgeon to friends in New Zealand 

concerning a past for Lincoln Baptist Church (Source Baptist Archives L.2/3). 
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Spurgeon had had difficulty in finding a man for Lincoln, but the Reverend Edward Richards, 

who had done well in the Shetlands (1882-1885), and subsequently in Cambridgeshire (1887-

1890, was being sent out with his sick wife.  So Lincoln was to have another ‘approved’ Pastor’s 

College graduate, with the blessing of the great man himself.  This letter of recommendation 

survived unlike that of Crisp Brown’s. 

Mrs. Richards died of consumption on 24 February while the family were still on the journey on 

the s.s. Tainui and was buried at sea24.  Their party included a nurse and their ywo sons, Edward 

aged five and Robert aged three.  The Lincoln Church made arrangements for Messrs Osborne 

and Taylor to meet them at Lyttelton.  Mrs Pannett (senior) offered to accommodate part of the 

Pastor’s family, and the church agreed to pay for expenses from Lyttelton to Lincoln25.  The New 

Zealand Baptist for March 1890 welcomed him and drew attention to his loss, calling upon the 

denomination to uphold him and his two motherless little boys in prayer to the’…God of all 

consolation’… (to) ‘sustain him in his sorrowful advent to his new home”26. 

Pastor Richards did not have much time to dwell on his condition for the Baptist also carried the 

following advertisement: 

LINCOLN BAPTIST CHURCH. 

Anniversary and Welcome to the New Pastor 
(the Rev. E. RICHARDS) on 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 4th. 
THE friends at Lincoln purpose holding their Anniversary 

tea meeting, which will also be made a public 

welcome meeting to their new pastor, on Good Friday 

(April 4th). They are looking forward to a large 

gathering of friends from Christchurch and the surrounding 

districts. 

Anniversary Sermons 
WILL BE PREACHED BY 

On EASTER SUNDAY, April 6th. 

THE friends at Lincoln purpose holding their Anniversary 

tea meeting, which will also be made a public 

welcome meeting to their new pastor, on Good Friday 

(April 4th). They are looking forward to a large 

gathering of friends from Christchurch and the surrounding 

districts. 

 

Edward Richards first preached at Lincoln on Sunday, 30 March, and then spoke in response to 

James Osborneôs address of welcome to the gathered celebrants at the Churchôs Anniversary on 

4 April, Good Friday.  On Easter Sunday, 6 April, he gave the anniversary sermons to good 

congregations.  Over the next year he consolidated his position, but financial tightness continued.  

At the Quarterly Meeting on 3 July there was a considerable discussion on the best methods of 

increasing receipts, and secondly of increasing the membership.  To do that the Reverend 

Thomas Spurgeon, the Union evangelist, was invited to conduct a mission in the township.  It 

took place in October 1891.  In October, 1890, John A. Pannett had given a horse, buggy and 
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harness for the use of the pastor, but saw fit to write to the church to make sure the ownership 

was clear ï they belonged to the church for the Pastor.  By the following February there was 

correspondence about the Spurgeon Mission, and discussion of establishing an out-station at 

Ladbrooks with Sunday School and services.  By the Annual Church meeting on 28 April the 

Pastor was urging attendance at the churchôs prayer meetings.  Mrs Osborne added that the 

óéthinness of attendance was very discouragingô27.  At the subsequent Quarterly meeting in 

June it was proposed that the roll should be revised and those who had left removed from it.  

Seven names were eventually removed from the roll at the December Quarterly meeting. 

The Spurgeon Mission was described as very successful in The Star.  Services had been held 

from Sunday, 27 September, and during evenings in the following week, concluding on Sunday 

4 October.  The attendance was described as very good in spite of the wet weather.  One of the 

highlights was a magic lantern show of the scenery of the Congo as illustration of the work of the 

Baptist Missionary Society there28.  At the December Quarterly meeting Mr Osborne asked what 

measures were being taken to follow up those who professed to be saved during the Spurgeon 

mission.  Interviewing of those professing had been divided up, but no actual outcomes were 

reported. 

While Pastor at Lincoln Edward Richards was very active in Association and Union affairs.  He 

was invited to preach in other local churches and also elected Secretary of the Canterbury and 

Westland Baptist Association in 1892 and re-elected in 1893. He also submitted letters and 

articles to the Baptist and full union assembly.  His 1892 paper óThe Great Need of the Church: 

Not so much Machinery and Ammunition as Fireò went to the Wellington Assembly and then 

was reprinted in the Baptist29. 

A regular feature of other church meetings between the second anniversary of Mr Richardsô 

arrival in Lincoln and when he eventually resigned in August 1893, was the difficulty of paying 

him what was agreed.  At the end of March 1892 a Special Church meeting was called to 

ñéconsider what steps could be taken to retain the Pastor, the promised salary not being 

forthcomingò30.  The Officers could not see how to pay £120 per annum, but thought that £100 

might be possible.  That recommendation was accepted.  On 10 April at another special meeting 

Messrs. John Pannett and Baker moved: 

ñThat the church deeply regrets to find it cannot raise sufficient funds to continue 

its ministerôs stipend.  The Officers are therefore instructed to inform Mr Richards 

that owing to this fact their engagement with him must terminate three months 

from date unless within a fortnight some means can be devised for raising the 

required salary.ò 

The motion was carried.  However, some funding must have been forthcoming for the Pastorate 

continues into 1893.  Low attendances at meetings during that period continue.  There were a 

few candidates for baptism, but insufficient new members to change the overall financial 

situation.  In August 1893 the Reverend Edward Richards resigned.  It was resolved that the 

church ñéthanks Mr Richards for the services he has rendered the church and prays that Godôs 

blessing may still rest on himò31  In the interval between Lincoln and his next pastorate at North 
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East Valley, Dunedin at the beginning of December 1893, he took the opportunity to marry Mary 

Pannett, the youngest of Thomas A. Pannettôs children.  Mary was well farewelled from Lincoln 

as one of the most useful workers in the church and Sunday School, in Mr Osborneôs words, and 

presented with a beautiful marble clock and a butter cooler.  The wedding was performed by the 

Reverend A. North, Pastor of Hannover Street Baptist Church, Dunedin, North East Valleyôs 

parent church, and by the Reverend A. Dewdney from Oamaru.  At Lincolnôs December meeting 

there was a request for a transfer of membership from Reverend A. North for a transfer for Mr 

and Mrs Edward Richards32 

After Pastor Richards there is a long gap until the appointment of the next Pastor, S. Archer 

Harris in 1898.  What happened during that period?  A major concern during this period was the  

 

27. A gathering of Lincoln Baptist Church sometime between 1894-1901 when the Reverend Joseph 

Doke was Minister of Oxford Terrace Baptist Church.  He is seated on the left.  The central figure 

is thought to be Henry Pannett, but no definite identification has been made. 

supply of preachers.  Requests were often refused by more distant ministers, but continuity was 

maintained.  Funds continued to be tight.  The church horse was sold.  The manse was rented out 

after Mr and Mrs Richards had left.  Renovations to the outside and inside of the church and 

vestry were to happen once sufficient funds were available.  Soon after Mr Richards left 

deputations were sent to all past church members inviting them to rejoin the church.  There was 
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an on-going slow stream of baptisms.  Lincoln Baptist Church had not ceased evangelistic 

activity.  Outposts at Ladbrooks, and at Days Road from October 1897, continued to extend the 

churchôs reach.  In 1897 there were 25 members, while the average attendance at church was 15. 

When Christian Endeavour wanted to give up the Ladbrooksô work it was taken over by the 

church under a new committee of Pastor Harris, W. F. Pannett and Mr Taylor. 

On 10 March 1898 a small church meeting considered the name of the Reverend S. Archer 

Harris for the Pastorate.  That became a formal proposal (Baker/Osborne) to the next special 

church meeting, that he be invited to the pastorate, which was approved.  S Archer Harris came 

from Tasmania.  The officers were delegated to get the church buggy, manse and a new horse 

organized for his arrival.  By the middle of April he was in Lincoln chairing the next church 

meeting33.  By the following November Lincoln approved Union initiatives to appoint the Union 

evangelist for two years, and the initiation of a scheme to provide for incapacitated ministers and 

missionaries34.  1899 was a largely uneventful year with church business such as celebrating the 

anniversary and deliberations about the organ proceeding as normal.  Pannett family members 

shuffled around again with Alice Pannett ceasing to be the New Zealand Baptist reporter and 

being replaced by her uncle John.  Ruth had married G. W. Holland of Greendale and 

subsequently asked to have her membership transferred there35, maintaining the Greendale ï 

Lincoln connection.  At the following March Quarterly meeting purchasing a new organ for £30 

was approved.  John Pannett gave the financial report and then resigned as he was leaving the 

district as he had bought a property in South Canterbury.  He was succeeded by J. Andrew, 

another local farmer.  Subsequently in May roof repairs were approved and it was agreed to send 

a letter to all members highlighting the deficiency of receipts.  William F. Pannett then resigned 

from the Ladbrooksô management committee because he also was leaving the district.  The 

numbers leaving the district was now causing serious concern emphasizing the need for a letter 

to members highlighting the problem.  At the next Annual Church Meeting in March 1901, 

attended by the Pastor and just eleven members, receipts were £160-7-10d and expenditure £158-

1-7d, giving a credit balance of £2-6-3d.  However, hard times financially were also facing the 

Association, which appealed for financial help.   

Pastor Harrisôs resignation was considered at the August Quarterly meeting after 3İ years.  He 

told the meeting that he had never óéhad the least frictionô and thanked the members for their 

cooperation and support.  He had been called to work in another part of the óLordôs vineyardô 

and his resignation would be effective from the end of November.  The resignation was received 

with regret and the meeting resolved to find a new pastor as soon as possible.  Mr Harrisôs 

destination was Balmain, N.S.W., where he was Pastor of the Baptist Church until 2 January 

190436.  
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Figure  : William Fuller Pannettt, Sunday 

School Superintendent 1883-1900. 

 

Figure  : John A. Pannett as a younger man 

in his Lincoln days.

 

With the resignation of William Fuller Pannett one of the activities which had been central to 

Lincoln Baptist Church was no longer to be under Pannett management for the first time since 

the church was established in 1876.    William had succeeded his father as Sunday School 

Superintendent.  Many of his siblings were involved in Sunday School teaching as well. 

 

 

Figure  : Lincoln Baptist Sunday School Motto 1893 

William ós valuable service was recognized by the church.  The operative Sunday School rules 

for that period still survive as does the Teacherôs motto for 1893.  To mark Williamôs departure a 

formal presentation of an illuminated address was made.  Its text follows: 
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The Black Sheep 

Family histories suffer from some pitfalls which the serious historian cannot ignore.  Even in the best 

Christian families sometimes members have problems.  These are part of the story of the church, although 

often painful to those directly affected.  The Pannett family was no exception and Tom Pannett, Thomas 

Pannett’s second son, had issues with alcohol.  These came to light in a search for the name Pannett in the 

website Paperôs Past, which provides web searching of all New Zealand regional newspapers.   

In The Star on 4 September 1884 Tom and his mother-in-law, Fanny Alice Parkes, were arrested for 

drunkenness.  Thomas was accused of being drunk in charge of a horse and cart, resisting the police, and 

damaging a constable’s property.  The magistrates intended to teach him a lesson and fined him £1 for 

drunkenness, £5 for assaulting a constable, £1 5 shillings for a new watch guard, and 10 shillings for 

witnesses’ expenses.  Subsequently, also in The Star, the police applied to the magistrates for an order 

forbidding the Hotelkeepers of Lincoln from supplying liquor to Mary Jane Pannett.  Mary was also fined 

5 shillings for being drunk on a public road at Lincoln.  Hotelkeepers in and around Christchurch were 

Mr W F PANNETT 

SOUTHAM SPRINGSTON 

We the members and adherents of the Lincoln Baptist Church on the occasion of your removal 

from this district, ask your acceptance of this address and the accompanying books as a small 

token of the high esteem in which you are held by us all and our regret on your departure. 

Your labours for Christ amongst us have been manifold: as officer of the Church for the past 

thirteen years, as superintendent of the Sunday School for seventeen years, as a leader of the 

Christian Endeavour Society, of our prayer meetings, of the choir, and as a supply in our pulpit 

your help ungrudgingly given has been most important and in all departments of our work we 

shall keenly feel your loss. 

We beg to assurer you of our loving regard and continued interest in you and yours and earnestly 

commend you all to the loving care of our Heavenly Father. 

Signed on behalf of the Church 

May 17th 1900 

S. Archer Harris  Pastor 

James Osbourne  Sen. Deacon 

John Taylor  Secretary 

Henry Escon  Sec of SS 
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also prohibited too from supplying liquor to Thomas Pannett.  Then on 22 November, again in The Star, 

Thomas and Mary Jane were accused of being drunk in charge of a horse and trap in Tuam Street.  The 

magistrates were not impressed with his farmer status and sent him to prison for 14 days without the 

option of a fine.  Thomas was blamed for leading his wife astray.  According to Mary’s defence lawyer 

she was “…a young woman of most respectable appearance.”37  A year later Thomas was again in trouble 

drunk in charge of a horse and buggy, and fined £1 or 96 hours imprisonment.  At the end of March a year 

later he was drunk in Cashel Street, and he was also found to be carrying £352 in gold in a satchel, 

probably the proceeds of selling stock.  He was kept incarcerated for 48 hours and fined £338.  Then in 

1891 both the Pannetts were placed under the Prohibition Act for the Springston district39.  In August 

1892 a case was taken about supplying spirits to the Pannetts, who were ‘prohibited’ persons, but the case 

was unproven.  A year later Thomas is thought to have spent 5 months in Sunnyside Hospital, the 

Christchurch Asylum.   

 

Mary Jane Pannett had died on 27 January 1893 at Springston and her cause of death was given as 

alcoholism.  The duration of her last illness was given on the death certificate as seven years, which 

Mr W. F. PANNETT 

SOUTHAM SPRINGSTON 

We the members and adherents of the Lincoln Baptist Church on the occasion of your removal 

from this district, ask you acceptance of this address and the accompanying books as a small 

token of our high esteem in which you are held by us and our regrets at your departure. 

Your labours for Christ amongst us have been manifold; as officer of the Church for the past 

thirteen years, as superintendent of the Sunday School for seventeen years, and as leader of the 

Christian Endeavour Society, of our prayer meetings, of the choir, and as a supply in our pulpit 

your help ungrudgingly given has been most important and in all departments of our work we 

shall keenly feel your loss. 

We beg to assure you of our loving regard and continued interest in you and yours and earnestly 

commend you all to the loving care of our heavenly Father. 

Signed on behalf of the Church 

May 17th 1900 

S. Archer Harris  Pastor 

James Osborne  Senior Deacon 

John Taylor  Secretary 

Henry Escon  Sec of SS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RULES1 

L. B. S. S.   Framed 1st December 1886 

Motto: “Looking unto Jesus” 

I. That this school shall be called -  the Lincoln Baptist Sunday School - the staff of which shall consist of the Superintendent, Deputy 
Superintendent, & Teachers.  The confession of faith & the doctrines believed in & supported are those held by Calvinistic Baptist Churches. 

II. Appointment of Superintendent. - In the event of a vacancy occurring, the Teachers shall nominate a member of the Church to fill the office 

& submit the nomination to the Church for approval. 
III. The Superintendent being acknowledged as the representative of the Church, shall have supreme authority in the school, & shall be 

responsible for order & management.  The Deputy Superintendent shall be appointed by the teachers in council.  Resignations, either of 

Superintendents or Teachers, must be sent in to the Secretary at least a week before an ordinary meeting.   
IV. This School, while acknowledging itself as the nursery of the Church, maintains the separate right of self- government; such government to 

be carried on by the staff of the school, who, by a majority, shall have the exclusive right of making their rules and regulations & no 

alteration in the government or arrangement of the School shall be made unless sanctioned by a majority at a Teachers’ Meeting. 
V. The system or order of teaching shall be that which is approved by the Superintendent & Teachers in Council; & any who shall designedly or 

secretly introduce any other, shall, on such an offence being proved, first have a vote of censure passed upon them, & then be compelled to 

relinquish their positions.  Every teacher shall aim (first) at the conversion of the children under their care; secondly, to edify them in holy 
things by all the means in their power; (lastly) to train them up by example & precept, with the help of the Holy Ghost - that they may be able 

in after years to cope successfully with error, wherever or in whatever form they may meeet it, - & so gradually but surely, make them valiant 

soldiers of the Lord Jesus. 
VI. If a teacher is accused of any wrong-doing, a Committee of Enquiry, consisting of the Superintendent and one Teacher, shall be appointed to 

interview such teacher & investigate the matter thoroughly.  The committee shall report at next Teachers’ meeting, when it shall be decided 

by a majority whether or no such teacher shall continue teaching. 
VII. A meeting of Teachers shall be held on the (1st) first Tuesday in every month for the transaction of school business, & for discussion on any 

specially-prepared papers which may be read.  Members of the Bible class may attend the meetings, take part in readings and discussion, but 

will not be allowed to vote.  The meetings shall commence at (7) seven o’clock p.m. and not exceed two hours in duration  Every teacher is 
expected to be present at these meetings; any absenting themselves for  three times shall give satisfactory reasons for their absence to the 

Superintendent.  The Superintendent shall call Special meetings at the request of three or more teachers. 

VIII. No person shall be admitted as a teacher who does not profess their faith in Jesus Christ. 
IX. All new teachers shall be nominated and seconded by previous members of the body & nominations confirmed by a majority of teachers 

present at a subsequent meeting. 

X. No meeting shall be held without the knowledge of the Superintendent ; four teachers shall form a quorum, inclusive of Chairman.  In the 
absence of the Superintendent a temporary chairman may be elected.  All meetings shall open and close with prayer. 

XI. Any child , who by excessive bad conduct, contaminates others and makes himself or herself a hindrance to the working of the school, shall 

first be admonished , & then if the conduct is persisted in shall be expelled from the school, and shall not be allowed to come back till 
satisfactory assurance is given that the annoyance will not be repeated. 

XII. Corporal punishment shall not, in any case, be inflicted on the children. 

_______________________________________ 

Superintendent: Mr W. F. Pannett. 

Teachers:- Female.   Misses R. A. Pannett, E. Wall, M. Pannett, A. Topham, E. Osborne 
  Male.  Messrs J. Taylor, W. J. Smith. 
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suggests she was an alcoholic by 1884, when Tom and her mother were first arrested for drunkenness.  

Interestingly, she was buried at Springston by an Anglican minister, W. Knowlaish (? Check)40 

Then on 13 September 1893 Tom was admitted to Ashburn Hall, Dunedin.  He was to stay there for 21 

years, being discharged on 8 September 1914.  Ashburn Hall had been established as a private alternative 

to the public asylums of the day.  It had small patient numbers, relatively pleasant surroundings, and 

superior facilities.  As such it provided the best possible care for mentally ill relatives, and wealthier 

patients were sought41.  Tom was admitted under the authority of the Colonial Secretary for melancholia 

associated with a history of alcoholism.  His wife’s death and drink had clearly created an on-going 

problem of care for the family.  For Thomas to have been at the Colonial Secretary’s pleasure for 21 years 

must have been quite expensive, but could have been paid for by his brothers continuing to farm his land.  

It was contiguous with his brother William’s land between Lincoln and Springston.  Was it better for his 

family if he was ‘out of sight, out of mind’?  Their embarrassment as a respectable Baptist family was no 

longer so apparent. 

 

Pastors in the twentieth century 

S. Archer Harris was succeeded quite quickly by the Reverend F. Hales, a former Church of Christ 

minister in Wellington, who had been approved by the new Board of Introduction.  The Board, of whom 

the Secretary was the Reverend Charles Dallaston, then suggested him as a successor to Archer Harris at 

Lincoln.  Subsequently Lincoln called Hales for £120 p.a., plus the boat and train fares42. 

Pastor Hales fitted well into the pastorate and local association.  At the latter’s meeting in March 1902 he 

was elected Secretary43.  The Church officially welcomed him on Anniversary Day, Good Friday 1902.  

The Druids’ Hall was the venue and other churches, especially Sydenham, were well represented.  The 

account in the Baptist suggests Lincoln’s hospitality excelled itself, with all the activities supported by the 

Sydenham choir.  Sydenham Church had been shut for renovations and reopened on 21 September with F. 

Hales on the stage with other Baptist dignitaries.  He preached on ‘The Endurance of God’.  At a 

subsequent Church Meeting the members expressed their need of a Pastor and gave a unanimous call to 

Mr Hales, which he accepted44.  So Lincoln had another pastorate lasting less than a year.  They had tried 

to outbid Sydenham with £140 p.a. and 6 weeks leave to visit his father in Australia, but at the end of 

October he resigned.  The resignation was accepted regretfully and Lincoln hoped that he would continue 

to experience God’s blessing wherever he was called.  It was back to Mr Dallaston and the Board of 

Introduction.  The latter suggested a Mr Fussell, but Lincoln decided to approach the Reverend W. Barry, 

who had been at Rangiora but only wanted a two year contract.  Lincoln had tried to call Barry previously 

before Hales’ call.  It now offered £125 p.a. and the manse.  Barry only wanted one year as Pastor to be 

free for foreign mission work.  He agreed to a one year contract starting 1 January 1903. 

While these ministerial changes had been proceeding former members, Charles Storey and his wife Anne 

asked to be transferred back from Greendale, where they had farmed for 23 years.  Their transfer was 

proposed by John Pannett, who had also returned to the district from South Canterbury45.  Charles was 

also restored immediately to the diaconate. 

Starting in January 1903, the Barrys set out to get to know the church at an informal social. By May the 

Reverend Walter Barry had been elected President of the Canterbury Baptist Association and F. Hales re-

elected Secretary.  On 21 June 1903 the Reverend Walter Barry resigned the Lincoln pastorate.  The 

following month the Baptist reported that the Barrys had been re-engaged by the Queensland Missionary 

Society and were going back to India where their gifts and experience might be used to God’s glory46.   
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By September they were on their way via Australia to encourage their supporters.  Then the following 

January they are reported as being on board the P & O liner Australia on their way to India47.  So the 

instability of the pastorate since Archer Harris continued. 

After Reverend Barry resigned Lincoln applied again to the Board of Introduction for the names of 

Ministers available for pastorates.  On 26 June 1903 Charles Dallaston replied advising that the Reverend 

G. D. Cox of Oamaru was available.  George Cox was a very experienced pastor unlike most of those 

who had served at Lincoln.  Like Dallaston and Brown he had trained at the Pastor’s College under 

Spurgeon.  Before emigration to Australia in 1886, he had served at Oaklands Baptist Church, Surbiton, 

Surrey; Market Harborough, Leicestershire; Sittingbourne, Kent; and Melton Mowbray Baptist Church, 

again in Leicestershire.  Melton Mowbray gave George a glowing testimonial for his ministry which had 

been ‘…characterised by earnestness and faithfulness’.  Further they gave him a gift for his departure to 

Australia of £129 in gold coins, some $NZ14,000 in today’s money.  Melton Mowbray minutes indicate 

that George resigned because the family medical advisers had ‘…ordered him and his family to 

Australia’.  Such a course was often prescribed for those who had tuberculosis, from which it is suspected 

Mrs Cox suffered.  In the 1880s New Zealand was considered to be  ‘…a health resort for consumptives.’  

Then in Australia he served for nearly three years (1886-1888) at Aberdeen Street Baptist Church, 

Geelong, Victoria.  His employment was terminated close to the end of 188848.   

There was a gap and then the family moved to New Zealand.  The reasons are not clear. It may have been 

to be closer to former Pastor’s College friends Charles Dallaston and A. H. Collins49. He became pastor of 

Mount Eden Baptist Church (1890-93), before moving to Tennyson Street, Napier (1894-1898) and then 

Oamaru (1899-1902).  In 1892-3 he had been President of the Union.  At Mount Eden he had a successful 

Sunday School and youth ministry.  Then at Napier besides normal church duties and involvement in the 

Christian Endeavour union, he was founding president of a YMCA literary and debating society.  As well, 

he was involved in community flood relief after exceptionally heavy rains in spring 1897.  Perhaps 

through these moves he sought to improve his wife’s health by a change of air.  The time in Oamaru was 

also prosperous in terms of applications for baptism and membership.  The work of the Sunday School 

and Endeavour Society had been a particular focus of Cox and his daughter.  Unfortunately, it was also a 

time of further sadness and illness for the family.  The Cox’s only son died after a short illness in Napier.  

The son’s wife was too ill to be told of his death, or to attend the funeral.  Also, Mrs Cox was too ill to 

travel from Oamaru to Napier for the funeral. Her recurrent ill health is reported a number of times in the 

Baptist.  So, perhaps it is not too surprising when George accepts the call to Lincoln, a much smaller 

country church after the large urban churches of Auckland, Napier and Oamaru50. 

When he got to Lincoln he was 54 and he served the last six years of his full time pastoral ministry 

there51.   It was a much smaller church than Oamaru (98 members in Oamaru compared to some 35 for 

Lincoln), which perhaps fitted with his wife’s declining health.  His ministry officially began on 13 

September 190352.  His arrival was accompanied by the re-roofing of the church, enlargement of the 

manse, and a new horse and trap for the pastor.  The work was to be supervised by a sub-committee of 

Osborne, John Pannett and Taylor, who were also to seek ‘subscriptions’ towards the estimated £110-115 

costs 53. 

Cox was a very active Pastor in serving both the needs of his immediate flock, and the local members and 

churches of the denomination.  Before he had left Oamaru he had become the official representative of the 

Spurgeon Memorial Sermon Society54, to encourage the spread of the great preacher’s words across New 

Zealand.  Then when he arrived and participated in the Canterbury Baptist Association, he was elected 

treasurer (1904), before becoming secretary (1905) and President (1906)55.  He participated regularly in 

other churches, whether for their anniversaries or when they were between pastors.  The churches to 
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benefit regularly from his contributions included Greendale, Spreydon and Sydenham, to name but three.  

He was well regarded as a preacher and had many speaking engagements. 

Death and ill-health again marred this pastorate.  First two church deacons of long standing, John Taylor 

(26 May 1907) and James Osborne (16 February 1908) had died, and then in the following July Mrs Cox 

ended her painful journey too and was buried at Springston.  At the subsequent church meeting there were 

expressions of condolences to the family and testimonials about her.  However, another shock followed.  

At a time when the church was experiencing on-going financial difficulty the Pastor then accepted a cut in 

his income to £125 p.a.56.  The crisis did not disappear and the following March the church was still in 

financial strife.  Ordinary revenue was predicted to be £100 and the Pastor’s reduced stipend £125.  The 

Pastor left the meeting and his resignation letter was received.  The cause of the problem was blamed on 

church numbers being reduced by continuous removals.  Pastor Cox wrote to the Church: 

“…When in July last I suggested a reduction of £25 per year from the stipend reducing it to about 

48/- per week I had hoped that the friends would have rallied to the cause but as the funds still 

show deficiency, I think it will be better for the cause that I should tender my resignation: to take 

effect three months from April 1st and terminate the present pastorate on June 30th…” 

His resignation was received with regret57.  At the church meeting in the following June the Treasurer 

reported a deficit for 1908 of £88-10-9d.  £100 was borrowed against the manse property to pay this off58. 

It is difficult to reconcile church numbers published before Cox’s tenure with well documented problem 

of departures from the church, and the deaths of a number of prominent leaders (James Osborne and John 

Taylor).  Under Archer Harris published membership numbers hovered around 50 for the years 1898-

1902, with little variation in published returns from year to year.  There are some baptisms and new 

members by transfer, but not that many.  Most have been recorded in the Minute Book of the period.  On 

the other side of the equation there were frequent and well publicised removals such as of different 

members of the Pannett family.  While the numbers might not have been huge they were often of the 

‘active’ church members who contributed both financially and through service.  Further, it might be 

suggested that while the church was founded by a group of increasingly affluent farmers and one 

tradesman, subsequent growth was more from a less well-to-do farming class and the employee class.  An 

analysis of the parentage of those married in Lincoln Baptist Church 1881-1926 found 21 farmers, 17 

tradesman and employees, and two pastor’s children, which was not particularly conclusive. 
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